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The Reality of Jesus 

1 John 1:1-4 

Series: Reality Check 

Central Passages 

1 John 1:1–4 (ESV) — 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have 

heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have 

touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made 

manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal 

life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which 

we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his 

Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete.  

 

Central Thought: John begins his letter by passionately affirming that 

the Christ of history is the eternal Word and Son of God, and invites us 

to share in his joyful, faithful fellowship with the Father and the Son. 

 

 

Who is Jesus… 

 

❖ Jesus is the eternally existent Son of God the Father, and the 

active agent in the creation of the cosmos. 

John 1:1–3 (ESV) — 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made.  

 

 

❖ Jesus is the physical representation of the life of God in the 

history of humankind. 

Colossians 1:15–17 (ESV) — 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

Hebrews 1:1–3 (NIV) — 1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word…  

John 14:8–9 (ESV) — 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it 

is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you 

still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 

can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  

 

The Invitation… 

 

❖ We are all invited to share in the joyful fellowship of the eternal 

life of God in Christ along with all those who follow him. 

John 14:18–21 (NIV) — 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 

you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 

Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in 

my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands 

and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved 

by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”  
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