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Backstage Pass 

Mark 9:1-13 

Series: Getting In on the Good News 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ According to Mark 

Central Passage 

Mark 9:2–13 (NIV) — 2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 

him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was 

transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than 

anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them 

Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, 

it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so 

frightened.) 7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from 

the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly, when 

they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 9 As 

they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell 

anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 

They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” 

meant. 11 And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah 

must come first?” 12 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and 

restores all things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much 

and be rejected? 13 But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him 

everything they wished, just as it is written about him.”  

 

 

Central Thought: We get in on the Good News when we are dazzled 

by the magnificence of Jesus, submit to the authority of Jesus and share 

in the sufferings of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is… 

 

❖ Bigger than life – There is much more to him than we can deduce 

by human reasoning.  

 
Colossians 1:15–17 (NIV) — 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 

or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. (See also 2 Peter 1:16-

18) 

 

Hebrews 1:3 (NIV) — 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being… 

 

 

❖ The ultimate authority – The supreme revelation of God’s 

character and intention.  

 
Hebrews 1:1–2 (NIV) — 1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom also he made the universe.  

 

 

❖ The suffering servant – The victory of God through co-suffering 

love.  

 
Isaiah 53:10–12 (NIV) — 10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause 

him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will 

see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper 

in his hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be 

satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will 

bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life 

unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of 

many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  

(See also Philippians 3:7-11) 

 


