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An Unstoppable Force
Philippians 1:12-18
Series: The Joy Factor

Central Passage

Philippians 1:12-18 (ESV) — 12 | want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the
word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but
others from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that | am put
here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and | will rejoice,

Central Thought: If following Jesus is our passion and his purpose is
our priority, God’s work in us will never fail and his work through us
will never be ultimately thwarted.
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2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 16-18 (NIV) — 7 But we have this treasure in jars of
clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We
are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.
10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed
in our mortal body...16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Romans 8:28-30 (ESV) — 28 And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Matthew 6:33 (ESV) — 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Matthew 16:15-19 (ESV) — 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, ““You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18
And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 | will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
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