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Zombie Church 

Revelation 3:1-6 
Series: The Return of the King - Pt. 1 Letters From the King (Chpts. 1-3) 

Central Passage 

Revelation 3:1–6 (ESV) — 1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. “ ‘I 

know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 

Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found 

your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, what you 

received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come 

like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you. 4 Yet 

you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their 

garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one 

who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his 

name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and 

before his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.’  

Central Thought: Jesus calls us out of zombie-like religious activity 

and deadly spiritual and moral lethargy back to our true vocation as his 

agents of hope, healing and salvation in a fearful, fractured world. 

 

To the Church in Sardis 

❖ Religious activity is no guarantee of spiritual Vitality. (vs. 1-2) 

Matthew 23:27–28 (ESV) — 27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear 

beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 

So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of 

hypocrisy and lawlessness.  

James 2:18–19 (ESV) — 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have 

works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my 

faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 

demons believe—and shudder! (See also, Matthew 25:44-46) 

o Continuing the works of Jesus is what Matters! 

John 4:34 (ESV) — 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him 

who sent me and to accomplish his work.  

John 14:12 (ESV) — 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me 

will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, 

because I am going to the Father. (See also, Luke 4:17-21) 

 

❖ Remembrance and Repentance are the keys to Revival. (vs. 3-4) 

 

Revelation 2:5 (ESV) — 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 

repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove 

your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.  

Mark 1:14–15 (ESV) — 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 

Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 

and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  

 

❖ The works of the Righteous will be Rewarded (vs.4-6) 

2 Timothy 4:6–8 (ESV) — 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink 

offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, 

I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award 

to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 

appearing.  


