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Who Needs a Savior?
Luke 2:8-20
Advent Series: The Promise of Christmas Future

Central Passage

Luke 2:8-12 (ESV) — 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

Central Thought: | need to be saved from my personal sins, and we
need to be saved from the communal and creational consequences of
our rebellion against God.

Salvation is...

% Personal — I need a savior to rescue me from God’s just judgment
of my sin.

John 3:16-21 (ESV) — 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light
has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light be-
cause their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the
light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
his works have been carried out in God. ”(See also, Romans 3:23, 6:23; 7:7-25)

*Access today’s sermon notes via your smartphone or tablet with the YouVersion Bible app from
LifeChurch.tv. CCChurch Guest Wi-Fi password: central8360church.

*

«» Communal — We need a savior to heal our divisions and restore
us to a unified humanity.

Ephesians 2:14-18 (NLT) — 14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He
united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he
broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by ending the
system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between
Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. 16
Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death
on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. 17 He brought
this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace
to the Jews who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the
same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us.
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¢ Creational — The earth and the heavens are awaiting their
restoration from decay and devastation.

Romans 8:18-22 (ESV) — 18 For | consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For
the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who sub-
jected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now.

Colossians 1:19-20 (ESV) — 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Revelation 21:3-5 (ESV) — 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all
things new...”
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